JA[35 05
NEIGHBORHOO! SPOTLIGHT

s L

By Clayton Stromberger .
© SPECIAL'TO THE AMERIQ&NS_TE}TI?SMAN_ ~

“We've béen discovered,” Phyllis Tennié .
says of her Burleson-Parker neighborhood, .

a quiet area of modest middie-class houses

Just northeast of the Intersection of Interstate

85 and East Ben White Boulevard. “They've |
~ discovered our little piece of paradise, and |

they're trying to build out the entire area.”
Most Austinites have zoomed past this
~ aréa on their way 10 the airport, unaware of
the neighborhood tucked away in the gentle
hills. Tennie made her own discovery of the
. area 10 years ago while locking for a step up
- from “apartment city” along Bast Riverside
Drive, where she was living with her danghter,
Travis Heights was too pricey, but in Burle-
son-Parker she found an-empty 10t ang built
- 21,500-square-foot house with a big backyard
bordered by a dry ¢reek. : o

Later she found out that the area around .

- See NEIGHBORHOOD, Go

. That cortipares with seven

October 2007, with ame-
426,900. It took about 134

This house at 2304 Gréi_nz-idé Drive,

-Parker has always been a quick

commute from downtown, but since Austin. ‘

Bergstrom International Airport opened in’

1899, the entire 78741 ZIP code has become a

. phum for developers looking to create middle-
class housihg. Just west of Tennie's hotise, e PP Bl A0S
says, “As soon &s they draw a line of graffity;

Newmark Homes is building Edgewick, a
gated community with two-story cottages and
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on the market for $199.500, has a pool and is on ¢
Burleson-Parker area has houses buil in the 19605 and '70s, big yards and mature {

 Close to downtown, green space
“borhood, her “hwmongous” backyard an

- area, As an early member of thene

-Watch program.

AUS

v

a0

carriage homes priced from fa{bbqt_&ls
$220,000. R e
- 'Fénmie enjoys the mature {rees of £
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proximity to the 50 acres of gr in
Mabel Davis District Park. She'has long-been
involved in efforts to protect and beautify the

association, she helped create N_e"ighbfjrh%igdf

“T'm the self-appointed graffiti parol,” she

Pmonit”




