Job losses fall
et inAustin area
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Austin area job losses narrowed in March, | ,. : O . .
amid signs that the local job market is headed o urln - a:r(/ o

for a recovery.

8.0% Smallest drop in more than
T0% year could be sign of recovery
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4.0 | Unemploymentrate || e percent in March, signaling an approaching
N @ i g turnaround in the region’s job market. S
30 The-Texas-WdrkfdrceComﬂﬁss'ion reported -
2.0 B S Friday that Central Texas lost Jjust 500 jobs
- e S when comparing March 2009 andlast month.
11T sob growth/loss rate . - That's the smallest loss in more than # year,
0 1/ : as employers begin to add jobs. ‘
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2009 ~. 2010 o town, such as Facebook and Hanger Ortho-
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,,,,, ——— - Other majof Texas cities are still struggling.
with steep job losses. For example, Houston
was down 2.4 percent in March from a year:
earlier, and San Antorio was down 1.8 percent,

the Workforce Comimission reported, ‘
Central Texas unemploymént_was 7.1 per-
. centlast month, still up from 6.6 Dbercent a year
-ago but down from 7.3 bercent in February,
The job loss ratereflects the change ir the
total number of jobs in theregion: Last month,

- thatwas 760,300, . ' S ‘
The unehiployméqt‘ rate reflects the per-
centage of people/in the work force who do
hothave a job. In March, that was 64,600 people .
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of pecple continuirig té move to Austin, the |
;vpxjk force has grown from 873,000 in.March
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»Sta’tewide,‘ unemployment remained at
'8.2 percent for the fifth straight month, The
state"ﬁdde_d 8,500 jobs between February and
“March: - 0T : R '
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